M I N U T E S

SPECIAL MEETING FOR GENERAL PURPOSES

WASHINGTON CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2012 – 6PM

A special meeting of Washington City Council was held Tuesday, February 14, 2012 at 6PM in Council Chambers, 55 West Maiden Street, Washington, Pennsylvania.  Mayor Brenda Davis, presiding, opened the meeting. 


ROLL CALL:
Councilman Kenneth Westcott -- Present




Councilman Joseph Manning -- Present




Councilman Terry Faust  -- Present




Councilman Matthew Staniszewski -- Present




Mayor Brenda Davis  -- Present


SOLICITOR:
Lane Turturice, Esquire

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Staniszewski, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the February 2, 2012 regular meeting of Washington City Council. 

Mayor Davis opened the public participation portion of the meeting.  Those signed in to speak were as follows:

· Chief Lemons stated that he has been having meetings with local townships to develop a Truck Enforcement Task Force.  He hopes that any of the gas well service companies  will buy or donate equipment.   Chief Lemons will keep us informed on further information he receives. 

There being no further public participation, Mayor Davis closed this portion of the meeting. 

A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried, to approve refund to Carol Pochiba in the amount of $24.00 for rental registration previously paid for 970 Addison Street.

A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Susquehanna Fire Equipment in the amount of $18,400.00 for 40 sections of 100-foot hose for the Washington City Fire Department.  Charge 77.00/411-700.


A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to approve refund to Commonwealth Abstract and Closing Services, Inc. for $140.00 for Dye Test (duplicate) request for Parcel #770 013 00 00 0006 00, Seventh Ward, 457 Tyler Avenue, belonging to Robert and Antoinette Fagioletti. 

A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to approve payment to Portnoff Law Associates LTD in the amount of $16,520.00 for 472 Real Estate Tax Delinquency Notices.  Charge 24/403-236.

A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to close the    78. PDC Safety Initiative Grant Fund and place the balance in the General Fund Reserve.  (Approximate Balance:  $67.05).   The balance is the accrued interest. 

A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to close the    87. Central Business District Master Site Plan Grant Account and place balance in the General Fund Reserve.  (Approximate Balance:  $6.64).   The balance is the accrued interest. 

A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Councilman Manning, and unanimously carried to accept the responsible bidder (Hanson Aggregates) for the City of Washington Street Department for Binder and Surface Asphalt. 



COMMENT:  Councilman Staniszewski stated that Hanson Aggregates was the second-lowest bidder and they are the most responsible/responsive bidder with our previous experience with the bidders. 

A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Councilman Manning, and unanimously carried to accept the responsible bidder (Lane Construction Corporation) for the City of Washington Street Department for Cold Mix. 



COMMENT:  
Councilman Staniszewski stated that Lane Construction Corporation was the lowest bidder and they are the most responsible/responsive bidder with our previous experience with the bidders. 

A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Councilman Manning, and unanimously carried to authorize Councilman Matthew Staniszewski, Director of Public Works, to execute a construction services contract for repairs and repaving of Paphos Street pursuant to Widmer Engineers’ specifications, review and recommendations. 



COMMENT:  Councilman Staniszewski stated that this is one of the projects previously appropriated funding.  It’s a project he wanted started last year in response to area residents.  He expects the project to start in early Spring and this is the beginning of many more projects throughout the city.

A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Councilman Manning, to accept the Final Reading:  Bill No 1 of 2012.  An ordinance of the City of Washington, Washington County, Pennsylvania, appropriating specific sums estimated to be required for the specific purposes for the City Government hereafter set for the year 2012.  (BUDGET).



ROLL CALL:
Councilman Kenneth Westcott -- Yes





Councilman Joseph Manning -- No





Councilman Terry Faust  --  No





Councilman Matthew Staniszewski -- Yes





Mayor Brenda Davis  --  Yes

A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Councilman Westcott, to accept the Final Reading:  Bill No 2 of 2012.  An ordinance amending ordinance #1356, Chapter 1, Part 2, appointed Officers and Employees.  (SALARY ORDINANCE).



ROLL CALL:
Councilman Kenneth Westcott -- Yes





Councilman Joseph Manning -- Yes





Councilman Terry Faust  --  No





Councilman Matthew Staniszewski -- Yes





Mayor Brenda Davis  --  Yes

A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to approve the amendment and subsequent change order to the Agreement between the City of Washington/City Transit and Earth Savers, Inc. being that Earth Savers, Inc. agrees to include abatement/demolition of the adjacent Parking Authority Building located at 50 East Chestnut Street on the project site for a not-to-exceed amount of $19,000.  

A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to approve the amendment and subsequent change order to the Agreement between the City of Washington/City Transit and Earth Savers, Inc.  being to complete  the demolition of the Parking Garage by March 2, 2012, by 12:00 midnight.  

A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to approve the amendment and subsequent change order to the Agreement between the City of Washington/City Transit and Earth Savers, Inc. being that beginning at 12:01AM on March 3, 2012, liquidated damages will be assessed for all additional days needed to totally complete the demolition of the Parking Garage to the satisfaction of the City and their representatives. 

A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to approve the amendment and subsequent change order to the Agreement between the City of Washington/City Transit and Earth Savers, Inc. being that substantial completion of the Parking Authority Building must be completed by April 2, 2012, at 12:00 midnight. 

A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to approve the amendment and subsequent change order to the Agreement between the City of Washington/City Transit and Earth Savers, Inc. being that at 12:01AM on April 3, 2012, liquidated damages will be assessed for all additional days needed to totally complete the demolition of the Parking Authority Building to the satisfaction of the City and their representatives. 

A motion was made by Councilman Manning, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to approve the amendment and subsequent change order to the Agreement between the City of Washington/City Transit and Earth Savers, Inc. being upon the review of the Solicitor. 

A motion was made by Mayor Davis, seconded by Councilman Staniszewski,  to approve the 18-month lease with John P. and Cheryl E. Hopper for temporary office rental space on Main Street in Washington.  Monthly lease shall be $300.00, which will include utilities.  If necessary, the lease shall go month to month thereafter if agreed to by both parties.  Councilman Westcott made a motion, seconded by Councilman Staniszewski, and unanimously carried  to approve this lease but include an addendum to state upon approval of the occupancy permit.  

ELECTED  OFFICIALS:

COUNCIL KENNETH WESTCOTT:  Councilman Westcott wanted to make note that he works for the Redevelopment Authority.  However, in his dealings with the Redevelopment Authority he works directly with homeowners and submits bids.  The homeowners then contact Councilman Westcott if they approve his respective bids.  This does not create a conflict of interest when he votes at Washington City Council Meetings. 

COUNCILMAN JOSEPH MANNING:  Councilman Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to authorize our City Treasurer to open two (2) new bank accounts as follows:  Growing Greener Plus and Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program/Washington & Jefferson.

COUNCILMAN TERRY FAUST:  Councilman Faust had no information to relay.

COUNCILMAN MATTHEW STANISZEWSKI:  Councilman Staniszewski thanked the Street Department for the hard work they devoted during the recent snowstorm.  Councilman Staniszewski asked that the residents be patient when our City roads need cleared.  He reminded the residents that we abide by our emergency access roadway clearing which first includes the Police Department, Hospital and Fire Department, then followed by Primary Roads, Bus Routes, then Secondary Streets and Alleys.  Councilman Staniszewski stated that we must focus on refinancing our debts – we are 22 million in debt due to be paid off in the year 2029.  Interests rates are at an all-time low and we must move quicker so that we can take advantage of being locked into a much lower rate.  Thus, we will be able to pay off our debt  freeing up monies for operating the City.  Councilman Staniszewski wished everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day.  

MAYOR BRENDA DAVIS:  Mayor Davis thanked those members of Council who cooperated regarding their input for the budget.  Mayor Davis stated that she now has a new love, which is the City of Washington, and that we will look ahead to the future not just at the present time. 

A motion was made by Councilman Staniszewski, seconded by Councilman Westcott, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting. 







______________________________________







Brenda Davis, Mayor

______________________________

Christy Thomas, City Clerk
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