M I N U T E S

PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING

WASHINGTON CITY COUNCIL

THURSDAY, JULY 7, 2011 – 12:00 NOON


A public hearing and regular meeting of Washington City Council was held Thursday, July 7, 2011 at 12:00 noon in Council Chambers, 55 West Maiden Street, Washington, Pennsylvania.  Mayor L. Anthony Spossey, presiding, opened the meeting.


ROLL CALL:
Councilman Joseph Manning

- Present




Councilman Terry Faust


- Present




Councilman Thomas Blackhurst

- Present




Councilman Matthew Staniszewski
- Present




Mayor L. Anthony Spossey

- Present


SOLICITOR:
Lane Turturice, Esquire


Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag


Mayor Spossey opened the public hearing and stated that the purpose of the hearing is to receive public input with regard to the following proposed Ordinance:

BILL NO. 1 OF 2011:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, WASHINGTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING CHAPTER 13, PART 10§1006 AND TO ADD §1020 OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, WASHINGTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA CODE OF ORDINANCES DESIGNED TO REGULATE “SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES”


There was no one wishing to address Council on this matter and Mayor Spossey therefore closed the public hearing.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mr. Blackhurst, and carried, to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2011 regular meeting of Washington City Council.


ROLL CALL VOTE:
Mr. Manning

- Yes





Mr. Faust

- Yes





Mr. Blackhurst

- Yes





Mr. Staniszewski
- No





Mayor Spossey

- Yes


Mayor Spossey then opened the public participation portion of the meeting and the following individuals had signed in to address Council:

1) Georgianna Farkas addressed Council stating that she is a speaker for the people.  She stated that in her opinion the pool passes are being issued in a way that are wasting tax dollars because if there is a manager at the swimming pool, you go with your money, the passes should be issued right then and there and not have to waste tax dollars by putting them in the mail.  Ms. Farkas stated that she asked for ratings of the pool from different individuals attending the pool; the women are rating it as a #6 and the men are rating it as a #3-4.  Ms. Farkas stated that the tea cup in the baby pool is not in operation, however, the baby pool appears to be very clean.  She stated that the filtration for the adult swimming pool is nasty…there are bugs floating and all type of debris and the people have been complaining about that.  People are wondering what happened with the YMCA that was initially presented to Council by Mr. Veltri to add on to the facility at the pool.  

Ms. Farkas then addressed the billboard installed in the Tylerdale area of the City.  She stated that it went through the zoning, planning and through Council.  She stated that the people have presented why they say no to these and yet the specs that were brought to City Council as far as putting the billboard on top of the roof at Krency’s is now erected this huge platform.  The people have said no to these billboards and they want to know what they are doing wrong.  

Ms. Farkas stated she has no further report on the Olive Garden, she is waiting for a report from corporate.

2. Louis McClenathan then addressed Council.  She first gave her condolences to Mayor Spossey on the passing of his wife.  

Mrs. McClenathan addressed solid waste and asked who negotiated the new regulations and who authorized it from the municipality.  She found out that these new regulations make Waste Management a green company and the kids will have a better future.  Mrs. McClenathan found on the internet that with Waste Management being a green company, they get tax credits, they can get assistance on erecting new buildings that are environmentally friendly, the can get electricity tax credits and can even take someone to lunch and write it off.

Mrs. McClenathan stated that she had a new gas line put in and the trench was covered with a tarp.  She stated that the hospital has a drain on top of the sidewalk, about 100 feet above her property, the water runs clear down the sidewalk and got under the tarp and filled with water.  She stated that she called the code office twice and hasn’t received an answer as to whether that is against code.

Mrs. McClenathan then addressed parking.  She stated that the parking in the City needs to be addressed.  She stated that she asked Mr. Kearns who decided what disability spots are in the City.  Mr. Kearns stated that they are issued by request.  Mrs. McClenathan stated that there are only two disability parking spots when you want to pay your taxes at the County.  

Mrs. McClenathan asked if the City owns the Crossroads Parking garage. Mayor Spossey stated that it is owned by the Parking Authority.  Mrs. McClenathan stated that the Parking Authority told her that the City owns it.  Mr. Staniszewski stated that the parking authority owns it, but at the end of the day, there is a guaranteed loan that the City has.  Mrs. McClenathan then asked how much is paid to Mr. Kearns and the people who work for him.  Mayor Spossey stated that it is in the budget for the City.  Mrs. McClenathan stated that she will talk with the City Clerk to get this information.

Mrs. McClenathan then addressed the free parking spaces at the library.  She stated that the put money in a meter and went back out and found 8 minutes left on the meter and she had received a $10 ticket.  She spoke with the parking authority secretary and told her she had a jar of change in the car…would she take it.  The secretary told her not unless it’s rolled.  Mrs. McClenathan then went home and taped $10 in change on cardboard, put the money in the box by the police station. 

3. Mr. Barry Andrews of 597 East Maiden Street addressed Council with regard to the condition of property on Maiden Street from Wade Avenue to Dunn Avenue.  He stated that he took a walk on Independence Day and he took his camera with him.  He stated that he tripped several times on sidewalks and he then took some pictures of the sidewalks and then he started taking pictures of unkempt properties.  Mr. Andrews stated that there is an elderly woman who walks E. Maiden Street and she pushes a little shopping cart to Shop n Save and back a few times a week.  She refuses to walk on the sidewalks for fear of falling.

Mr. Andrews called the code enforcement officer about 3.5 weeks ago and some of the property owners have removed the weeds.  Many of the properties are rentals and it isn’t fair to the owner/occupied properties that they don’t keep up the rentals.

Mr. Andrews gave a written comment along with pictures to Mayor and Council and the Code Enforcement Officer.

4. Angela DeThomas then addressed Council regarding the City’s website.  She stated that the website is not updated and the calendar doesn’t work.

Ms. DeThomas also questioned the donation to the PONY World Series on today’s agenda.  She asked how much business the world series brings to the City itself; is it enough to justify a donation of $1500.  She stated that there are other festivals that will be occurring in the City in the downtown area that Council chose not to give a donation to that will be bringing money into the City

5. Kenny Isiminger of Isiminger’s Automotive Service addressed Council.  He thanked the City Council, Police and Fire Department for the continued support.  Mr. Isiminger stated that there have been comments made about their service; being hours late to calls.  He stated that this has never happened and they have proof of that.  He stated that the public is just being deceived by a deceiving liar.

6. Jim D’Alessandro, wearing a sheriff deputy uniform, addressed Council regarding the towing service in the City.  He stated that the City has a contract with a certain company, correct.  Mayor Spossey said yes.  Mr. D’Alessandro asked if they completed the job when they impounded the rig or did another company have to come in and complete the job for them.  Chief Blyth stated that Isiminger’s was called and Insana’s towed the vehicle.  Mr. D’Alessandro asked why when Isiminger’s has the contract with the City, shouldn’t they have the equipment to do that.  Mr. D’Alessandro asked why the City would contract with a company who maybe cannot fulfill the obligations.  Mr. Blackhurst stated that you have to look at the contract.  He stated that we don’t have a heavy towing need in the City every day.  Mr. Blackhurst stated that the situation was handled.  Mr. D’Alessandro stated that the company had to go outside for someone else to do their job.  Mr. D’Alessandro asked the police chief how long it took to get the job done and the police chief replied that it took approximately 45 minutes to an hour.  Mr. Blackhurst stated that isn’t uncommon in business.  Mr. D’Alessandro asked if Council is saying this isn’t a problem.  Mayor Spossey stated that is correct.

There being no further public participation, Mayor Spossey closed this portion of the meeting.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Traffic Control in the amount of $250.30 for repair to the traffic signal at Main and Walnut Streets, charge Liquid Fuels #0300/433-378.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to M.D. Murphy Tree Farm in the amount of $1,483.00 for 50 yards of playground mulch delivered and installed, charge the Park Development Fund #52.00/454-240.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Dell in the amount of $4,187.29 for computer equipment, charge the U.S. Justice Department Capital Equipment Grant #49.00/410-740.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Quill in the amount of $1,527.45 for supplies, charge the U.S. Justice Department Capital Equipment Grant #49.00/410-740.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve a donation in the amount of $1,500.00 to the World Series Tournaments, Inc., to underwrite a portion of the PONY League World Series, charge 54/456-520.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to the City of Washington in the amount of $9,697.56 for the 2011 capital improvements assessments, charge 60/400-431.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve a refund in the amount of $375.00 payable to Ramona Hayes for a shelter fee as the rental was cancelled, charge 367/673.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to A & H Equipment in the amount of $6,500.00 for the one month rental of an Elgin Pelican street sweeper, charge Liquid Fuels #0300/431-000.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Edmunds & Associates in the amount of $11,666.70 for payment #2 utility tax, charge 80.00/407-740.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Berggren & Turturice in the amount of $1,249.50 for services rendered May 5, 2011 through June 2, 2011, charge 13/404-310.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Berggren & Turturice in the amount of $2,716.80 for services rendered June 6, 2011 through July 5, 2011, charge 13/404-310.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Duncan Solutions in the amount of $2,507.56 for citation stock for the parking ticket automation project, charge 77.00/445-700.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to E. G. & G., Inc. in the amount of $4,000.00 for amendment no. 13 – Phase III South Main Street – Railroad Street to Park Avenue and amendment no. 14 – Phase I environmental site assessment, additional scope of services, charge 60/489-000.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve a refund in the amount of $12.00 payable to Judith Swan for overpayment of her 2010 rental registration, charge 84.00/362-644.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to U.S. Bank in the amount of $1,000.00 for the Paying Agent fee for the General Obligation Bond Series 2005A Taxable and 2005B Non-Taxable, charge 90/475-319.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to PNC Bank in the amount of $281,606.32 for Act 205 EIT collections to the pension fund, charge 79.00/483-000.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to PNC Bank in the amount of $191,570.56 for year-to-date collections of Act 208 EIT collections to the pension fund broken down as follows:  $116,838.05 – Fire Plan Contribution and $74,712.51 – Police Plan Contribution, charge 79.00/483-000.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Sarah Wheeler as follows for rental registration clerical work, charge 84.00/413-240:

· May 23, 2011 through June 3, 2011

$   643.50

· June 6, 2011 through June 24, 2011

$   643.50

· June 27, 2011 through July 1, 2011

$   333.00
Total


$1,620.00


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to authorize replacement of a roof-top heating and air conditioning unit for the Police Department building by McKean Plumbing & Supply at a cost of $9,650.00 and approve payment of the same, charge the Capital Improvements Fund #77.00/409-700.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve the following CDBG project for FY-2011:


a.
Home Rehabilitation Program


$  68,000


b.
CDB Bond Payment



$250,000


c.
Fire Truck Payment



$150,000


d.
Police Station Improvements


$  32,000


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve the increase in the bid price with Hanson Aggregates for the ID-2 surface asphalt to $53.29/ton and the ID-2 binder asphalt to $46.20/ton due to the AC Index.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Crane Printing in the amount of $1,112.43 for parking ticket envelopes, charge 77.00/445-700.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Super Mail in the amount of $1,100.40 for the rental registration postage, charge 84.00/413-240.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Midrange Plus Services in the amount of $572.00 for Microsoft SQL for the Parking Office, charge 77.00/445-700.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to authorize the purchase of a Toshiba E-studio 232 copier/printer/scanner for the Treasurer’s Office from Toshiba Business Solutions in the amount of $1,700.00, charge 80.00/407-740.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to adopt Resolution #3-11 authorizing the selection of LINC Services, LLC for the implementation of a 15 year plan for guaranteed energy savings project.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to adopt Resolution #4-11 prohibiting the use of tobacco products and the City of Washington playgrounds.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to G. G. & C. Bus Company in the amount of $68,158.51 for contracted public transit services during May 2011, charge the Mass Transit Account #28.00/447-330.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Nancy Basile in the amount of $64.54 for June 2011 reimbursement of eligible expenses incurred, charge the Mass Transit Account #28.00/447/330.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to W. David Good in the amount of $143.50 for reimbursement of eligible expenses incurred, charge the Mass Transit Account #28.00/447-330.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to LCM Architects in the amount of $2,602.00 for professional services rendered May 1, 2011 through May 31, 2011, charge the Mass Transit Account #28.00/447-330.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Jeff Zell Consultants, Inc. in the amount of $10,774.72 for capital project specific contracted on-call services performed through June 25, 2011, charge the Purchase of Buses & Equipment Account #27.00/447-743.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Gannett Fleming Companies in the amount of $198.61 for contracted services performed through June 16, 2011, charge the Purchase of Buses & Equipment Account #27.00/447-743.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to Astorino in the amount of $1,144.66 for contracted services performed through June 2011, charge the Purchase of Buses & Equipment Account #27.00/447-743.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to the City of Washington in the amount of $922.50 for leased parking for East Chestnut Street garage leaseholders, charge the Purchase of Buses & Equipment Account #27.00/447-743.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve payment to the City of Washington Parking Authority in the amount of $2,317.50 for leased parking for East Chestnut Street garage leaseholders, charge the Purchase of Buses & Equipment Account #27.00/447-743.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to award the contract for demolition, abatement and related services in response to IFB#2010-2011 re-bid for the intermodel transit facility/East Chestnut Street garage project, to Earth Saver, Inc. in the total amount of $39,802.00.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve an increase to Astorino’s original base contract in work order #1 – project development, for additional work performed involving the re-bid of the demolition IFB in regard to the East Chestnut Street Project, at a cost not to exceed $7,100.00.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve additional contracted appraisal work to be performed by Koval Real Estate & Appraisals in the amount of $1,600.00, charge the Mass Transit Account #2800/447-330.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve additional contracted appraisal work to be performed by Merico Lignelli in the amount of $1,250.00, charge the Mass Transit Account #28.00/447-330.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve the release and advertising of a request for quotes for a transit advertising representative.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to approve the City’s Transit Coordinator’s Professional Services Contract, effective retroactive to July 1, 2011.


A motion was made by Mr. Manning, seconded by Mayor Spossey, and unanimously carried, to renew the City’s liability insurance policy with Selective at a premium of $149,338.00.


Mayor Spossey then presented Bill No. 4 of 2011 for First Reading:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1356, CHAPTER 15, MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, PART 9, SECTION 901, UNMETERED PARKING LOTS ESTABLISHED


Mayor Spossey then presented Bill No. 5 of 2011 for First Reading:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1356, CHAPTER 15, MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, PART 5, SECTION 510.3

Mayor Spossey then presented Bill No. 1 of 2011 for Final Reading:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, WASHINGTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING CHAPTER 13, PART 10 §1006 AND TO ADD §1020 OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, WASHINGTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA CODE OF ORDINANCES DESIGNED TO REGULATE “SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES”


The City Solicitor then asked that Council vote on the following motion.


A motion was made by Mayor Spossey, seconded by Mr. Staniszewski, and unanimously carried, to authorize the solicitor to draft and advertise amendments to ordinances to comply with Act 32, Earned Income Tax and Local Services Tax.

The Ordinances are as follows:

BILL NO. 6 OF 2011 – AMENDMENT TO EARNED INCOME TAX ORDINANCE TO COMPLY WITH ACT 32

BILL NO. 7 OF 2011 – AMENDMENT TO LOCAL SERVICES TAX ORDINANCE TO COMPLY WITH ACT 32

ELECTED OFFICIALS:


Councilman Joseph Manning:  Mr. Manning had no report from his department at this time.


Councilman Terry Faust:  Mr. Faust had no report from his department at this time.


Councilman Thomas Blackhurst:  Mr. Blackhurst had no report from his department at this time.


Councilman Matthew Staniszewski:  A motion was made by Mr. Staniszewski, seconded by Mr. Manning, and unanimously carried, to authorize Kevin Wilmont of Widmer Engineering to coordinate the following projects and authorize the City Clerk to advertise for bids for any of the following projects as required under the City’s procurement policies:

· Rural & Elm Infrastructure Projects

- Not to exceed $25,000

· Campbell Avenue Infrastructure Project

- Not to exceed $12,000

· Burton Avenue Infrastructure Project

- Not to exceed $5,000

· Paphos Street Reconstruction Project

- Not to exceed $30,000

· Engineering Services



- Not to exceed $5,000

Mayor L. Anthony Spossey:  Mayor Spossey noted that the City received a check from Isiminger’s Automotive Services in the amount of $440.00 for towing services.

Mayor Spossey announced that the next regular meeting of Washington City Council will be held Thursday, August 4, 2011 at 12:00 noon in Council Chambers.  The agenda work session will be held Monday, August 1, 2011 at 9:30 a.m., also in Council Chambers.

There being no further business to discuss, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Staniszewski, seconded by Mr. Blackhurst, and unanimously carried.








______________________________________








L. Anthony Spossey, Mayor

___________________________________
Cathy B. Voytek, City Clerk
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