
One of the planning recommendations for the City of Washington/East Washington’s is
to establish a formal, centralized economic development corporation or council focused
on the City development and programming efforts.  The Greater Altoona Economic
Development Corporation (GAEDC) offers a similar model to reference.

GAEDC was formed in 1985 and is now a function of the Altoona Blair County
Development Corporation (ABCD).GAEDC continues to focus its core services and
programs within the City of Altoona proper, while ABCD Corporation serves all of Blair
County.  In recent years GAEDC has been instrumental in facilitating new development
partnerships with Penn State Altoona that has resulted in several new university
functions being housed in renovated buildings within Altoona’s central business district.
These projects were made possible through financial programs administered through
GAEDC and ABCD Corporation.

GADEC further supports specialized programming and special events in the downtown
such as the Christmas parade, Jazz Nights and special outdoor evening movie viewing
during the summer months. GAEDC’s original articles of incorporation follow. For more
information contact Patrick Miller, Executive Director of GAEDC at 814-944-6114 or
patm@abcdcorp.org.














